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OHS
“‘I read,’ I say. ‘I study and read. I bet I've read everything you've read. Don't think I haven't. I consume libraries. I wear out spines and ROM drives. I do things like get in a taxi and say ‘The library, and step on it.'  My instincts concerning syntax and mechanics are better than your own, I can tell, with all due respect.  But it transcends mechanics. I am not a machine.  I feel and believe.  I have opinions.  Some of them are interesting.  I could, if you’d let me, talk and talk.”

--David Foster Wallace (Infinite Jest)
Dear AP English II Students:

It seems that the speaker in the above passage likes to read.  And in a far-from-self-deprecating tone he claims that he’s probably more sophisticated with language than the rest of us.  While this may seem rather conceited, another interpretation might be that he’s trying to engage us, in true democratic, Whitman-esque style, to become as passionate about reading and writing as he is.  He wants to “talk and talk.”  He wants to share what he believes, to hold opinions, to reach out to others and connect.  And that means that he wants to be human, for when we engage others in the world of ideas, ask difficult questions and mine for answers about who we are, how we got here, and where we might be going, that’s a human endeavor.  
And there is truly no better way to explore these matters than through literature.   Sure, you might know your share of scientists who think they’ve cornered the market in this realm, but it is literature that helps us truly explore what it means to be human.  It is literature that asks the tough questions.  It is literature that plumbs the depths of humanity, celebrating what some have called “being created in the image of God” or admitting what some have called our “warts and all.”  It is literature that captures our most complex motivations, our most base behaviors, and our most transcendent accomplishments.  We find ourselves in the pages we read, and when we’re finished, we become someone new as a result.  
I think Elizabeth Drew put it best:  “The test of literature is…whether we ourselves live more intensely for the reading of it.”  I’d like that to be the case in our class.  I’d like you to live more intensely because of the experience.  So, let us begin. 

Warmest regards,
Michael A. Metzler
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